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x Congress as a New Fleld of Effort

“¢] TNCLE JOE'" CANNON'S statement that
e he has gone back to Congress that
he may “prepare to meet his Maker' sounds
strange and Incongruous, and yet it must
be accepted at its face value. However, very
few .statesmen in this country's recent his-
tory have selected the halls of Congress for
that particular sort of preparation, and cer-
‘talnly it may be sald without unkindness or
irreverence thal in his past service there
“'Uncle Joe'' himself paid mighty little at-
tentlon to his purely ethical development.

~ 'On these very accounts, though, the cholce
may prove a wise one. 'In business,” some
“eynic: has sald, “honesty is the best policy,
Hecause it assures freedom from all competi-
tion.”” “Uncle Joe,"” back in Congress and
pursuing his newly-acquired ideal with his
old-time force and ardor, will have an open
field.

&

'S Waste in National Administration

¥ ORMER President Tafi's plea for a budget
L system of controlling national expendi-
tures deserves public approval, and should,
but probably will not, result in congressional
attion. The waste with which this govern-
nent is conducted is known of all men, and
'I'tq.a.hasn a matter of common information
for many years, but little or nothing is done
to check thls especially gross form of ex-
travagance.

. President Wilson expressed the general
view very correctly, we think, when he saild
in his recent message that what the country
demanded was economy, but not parsimony.
The United States is too great a nation, too
rich and powerful, to grudge the money nec-
esgary to be spent In efficient administration
for an intelligent system of defense and in
useful public improvements.

- Extravagance and waste in administration
serve no useful, purpose whatever. IPormer
Senator Aldrich.. wh® knew as much about
this government as anybody, said that the
annual waste resulting from duplicated ef-
fort and antigquated method and careless
systems of purchasing supplies amounted to
$300,000,000. That is a big enough amount
to attract any nation’s attention. It is about
time that some sensible reform should be
adopted.

&, Helping Halting Nature

‘A EDICAL and surglcal practica combine,

suggestive therapeutica and various

sorta of pseudo-medico-sclentific cults con-
spire, and all breeds of the occult practition-
ers hope to: persuade themselves that they
ean—do what? Why, help halting nature,
or arrest the progress of dissolution, open
up founts of youth, stave off the inevitable,
send Charon back across the Styx with an
pmpty ferry! Somehow or other, every
agency dabbling in the laboratory of the
soul plays hard on the human desire for
health here and happiness hereafter. Hence
the prosperity of numerous creede and the
fattening tills of multifarious makers of pro-
prietary remedies. We all want them—the
two things hard to bhe assured of through
human intervention.

~ Painfully present among the most com-
relling desires of humankind are these: The
fat would grow lean, the lean fat; the tall
would lop off an inch or two, and the stubby
would greet attenuation with joy; the bald
would grow a mop and the woolly would
swap thelr heads for the intellectual appear-
ance of the bald. Whatever we have, there
is something else we'd trade it for, and to
that end we watch the press for every ap-
pearance of anything legitimate, or nearly
80, that will help or promise to help us on
our way.

"All of which somewhat labored introduc-
t!on Is merely to announce that in Rochester,
Ind., a physician has enabled a stunted child
of nine years to grow two Inches within two
months, by feeding her the dried thyroid
glands of sheep. For flve years the child
had not grown. At nine she was of the

s'up.ura of four. Then came the thyrold
glands and the extension dretary. It is to
be Loped that shte be not overfed. In thet

event; will the goud doctor have something
else to feed her that will make her shrink?
Otherwise, the family may as well bave a
Bole chopped in the celling at once for her
l_rulura comfort. ¥For, at the rate of a foot

Fd

a year, the child, at the age of sixteen, wiil
have to rtoop bent double to thank her bene-
factor, and at her coming-out party she will
of necessity entertaln her company on step-

| ladders!

To Thoso Who Have Much |

HERE are plenty of men in Richmond
able to glve generously to the fund The
Times-Dispatch is raising for the support, in
this time of special need, of the work of the
Assoclated Charities. Perhaps their incomes
have been reduced by the failure of some of
the securities locked in their strong-boxes to
pay accustomed dividends, but this very fact
should direct their thought to the situation
of those who own no stocks and bonds, whose
pitiful savings have been spent, who find no
work to do, and who face a winter of suffer-
ing and privation. .
Here, gentlemen who have, is an oppor-
tunity for profitable investment—an invest-
ment in humanity, in human flesh and blood.
More than any other fmumediately contribut-
ing factor, hopeless poverty tends to permn-
nent inefficiency. Citizenship of the right
type rarely emerges from the slum,; the
slum’s inhabitants are an unending drain on
the resources of the community.

This s a period of stress, from which, hap-
pily, the nation already begins Lo emerge.
Help the honest and hard-working man who
needs your help to-day, that he may tide
over this financial chasm. Doing so, you
strengthen him against adversity and keep
himm here at home, where in normal tines
he hag donc uscful work and contributed es-
sentially to Richmond’'s progress and Rich-
mond’'s wealth.

This is an opportunity, let it be said again.
Much of the casual charity in which the
world indulges, because its heart is touched
by some pathetic appeal, is hopclessly in-
efficient and demoralizing. It has no perma-
nent influence, save as it tends to encourage
the idle and shiftless In idle and shiftless
ways. This work you are asked to aid is a
different proposition altogether. You must
see that it Is—you must know that it is.
You are not urged to encourage poverty, but
to prevent it.

Take out your checkbook now and make
an investment in the menaced manhood and
womanhood of your city! .

Increasing the National Guard

E are a peace-loving people, and Secre-
tary Garrison's suggestion that the
standing army be increased 25,000 to partly
make up for the draft on police duty in the
Canal Zone and in the Pacific will be looked
‘upon with suspicion by those who view our
love of peace too singly and regard the possi-
bilitles of enforced defense too timidly.

We have no policy of aggression. Our
duty under the Monroe Doctrine is purely
protective. Our business in the Philippines
and Hawali is strictly humanitartan. We
have no business, save on a humanitarian
and philanthropie basis, outside our own
borders. We arc not looking abroad, nor
are we dreaming of territorlal aggrandize-
ment nor of world polities. Our ownr lares
and penates interest us vastly more than
poaching or inching our fences outward.

Of ecourse., we have to consider the ques-
tion of defense, and of preparedness for that
defense. Our interest lies not {in other
lands nor on the high seas, but right here in
this country that has not been scraped bhe-
neath the surface of its possibilities for de-
velopment. What we need, and should have
by all means, is a competent and equipped
Home Guard. It may be that the standing
army should be increased 265,000 men and
1,000 officers. This may or may not be the
whole or partial soiution of a problem.

To the. man who opposes an enlarged
standing army and still belleves in prepared-
ness, the strongest appeal will possibly be
made by increased Federal and State aid for
the National Guard. In too many States the
National Guard is a heggar, with hat in
hand, asking IL.egislatures to kindly drop a
penny for charRy's sake; giving balls to raise
funds to pay the coal bill. This is all wrong.
In the Spanish-American imbrogllo the Na-
tional Guard showed what it could do, and
the big army thanks the tin soldiers to-day
for contributions of mighty good officers who
came up from the ranks. What could this
country do better than work out a plan of
co-operation between nationsl and State gov-
ernments, to \make the National Guard at-
tractive, honorable, creditable in every way?

Il seems reasonable to suppose that Uncle
Sam would encourage such a promotion of
the National Guard, which would create a
feeling of greater interest in the standing
army. Congress, indeed, already has done
much, but more can and should be done. It
ought to be obvious that the regular army
cannot be raised Iin times of peace to 500,000
men without an intolerable burden of ex-
pense or some form of conscription. Increas-
ing the National Guard, both in numbers and
efficlency, is the practicable answer to mast
of the defense problems,

Keep to Tax Revision

| HE TIMES-DISPATCH hopes that the

General Assembly, at its speclal session,
will stick to the purpose for which it has
been called together—consideration of the
tax problem and relief of the State from the
burden of antiquated and inequitable tax
lawe under which it now groans and suffers.

There are other problems, doubtiess, the
solution of ‘which, under ordinary circum-
stances, might be undertaken with profit by
the Legislature. Present circumstances,
however, are by no means ordinary. What
the best thought of the Commonwealth de-
mands and justice and progress unite to ap-
prove i{s tax reform. Virginia is shackled
s0 long as the existing situation 18 permitted
to continue.

The subject is a difficult and complicated
one. The Committee on Tax Revision has
given long and patient consideration to its
vexed features, and yet the members of that
committee were not able to agree. The com-
mittee’'s conclusions’ are expressed in ma-
jority and minority reports, although ma-
Jority and minority agree that the two plans
separately favored are each the best of
its kind. )

It all goes to show that the Legislature
must give its undivided attention to the sub-
ject of taxation, If wise and Fust resultls rea-
sonably are to be expected. Other legisla-
tion, however desirable, must await the solu-
tion of this problem, which is of exigent and

compelling neceasity.

It was Admiral Sturdes whose British
squadron sank some German. ships. Appar-
ently. there is yet something in a name.

Some baseball players seem to know more
about jumping than running.

Apparently it is even more unlucky to tread
on the tail of Servia's coat than to follow a
similar course in the case of Belgium, ;
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SONGS' AND SAWS

Dad Doesn’t Mind.
Littlo Tommy’'s made his mind up
That hls joy will be complete,
If he gets a watch you wind up
And & drum that you can beat.
L]

Tommy's father ls quite willing—
He expects to be away,

And all sorts of game a-killing _
On the Merry Christmas Day.

He'll be back soon after New Year's
When he's sure the drum will be

Quite unfit to smite his two ears
With Its clam'rous minstrelsy.

The Time Limit.
He—\When are you going to atop this gadding
about and permit us to lead n quiet life?

She—I Hon't kpow exactly., Just when does
Lent begln, anyhow?

Shocking!

A kindly old lady who grew

In girth with the years that
she know,

Shocked her pastor one day

By the frolicsome way

She skipped rope and ob-
structed his view.

The Rullng Passion.
Btubbs—That was a palnful nceldent that hap-
pened to old Closefnist.
Grubbsa—What did he do?
Stubbs—Sprained his wrist reaching into the
collection plate and trying to extract change for
a quarter. X

The Pesslmilat Saya: d

This certainly is Ideal Christmaa weather.

Anybody who can be merry while carrylng

this handlcap deserves an extra portion of credit
and pralse. ’

No Lingering.
“Just when do you expect to leave?' :
The cornered mouse bezought the cat,
“Right after lunch,” the cat replled;
“And I shall make short work of that."
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

And now it's the Chase Clty Progress that
comes along Incased In & Christmas cover bor-
dered with green sledges drawn by red reindeer,
snowcapped skylines, church splres pointing to
the star of the East and other kriskringles. We
note, too, that Bditor George Bulla CravBn has
Joined the ranks of those advanced journalists
who refuse to spell It Xmas. Without vouch-
safing an Intlmation of- what's on his mind he
starts off his Christmas number editorial col-
umn with this caballstic query? “But won't
there be a big difference at Christmas in 19167

Readers of the South Hill Enterprise are in-
formed by Editor Rathbun: “Smoking in thea-
tres will be prohibited In Richmond after this
week. DBvidently the sign, ‘Gentlemen wlil not
smoke,” has not the deslred cffect or else does
not apply to all hte males attending the show.”
Mayhap the editor from South Hill found his
way Into some showshop which we have vyet
to discover, or perchance there has been some
qulet smoking going on In our theatres, of which
we wist not, though well we are aware there's
no smoking allowed,

“It's possum and taters” time in Accomac.
The Peninsula Enterprise records an event of
the season thus: “Mr. Len Bell on returning
home last weck from a visit to the homae of
hla ‘best girl,’ living just out of town, the night
being dark and his lentern shining brightly—
and walking good—came unexpectedly upon &
big, fat 'possum, which, blinded by hias light,
he says, turned over and grinned at him, where-
upon he seized It by Its caudal appendage and
forthwith took It home with him." It Is noted
that the sly old varmint tried hls feigned grin
of sympathy on the wrong swaln. No Accomac
man can be fooled by u 'possum.

Governor Stuart's proposition to colonize Bel-
glan farmers in Virginia has the Indorsement
of Editor Beazley, of the South Boston News,
who says: “Why not bring some of the Belglans
to Virginin? They would make good cltizens;
besldes, we need men to till our lnnds and help
develop our resources, Our farmers need help,
owing to the fact that too many of the young
Americans are golng Into the city.”

“The New York Stock Exchange is con-
valesclng,” says the Newport News Times-Her-
ald, meaning that the bulla and bears wlill soon
be in condition to make the lambs shoulder that
tired feeling.

Sayva the Tidewatar Democrat: “This is about
the time when our forests are robbed of the
beautiful holly, which is packed In boxes and
ehipped to the city and used for decoration dur-
Ing the Christmas season. We dislike to see the
wanton destruotion of It, but there seems to be
enough and to spare.” Now see here, you Editor
Latane. Don't you dare put your foresters on
the trall of old Santa Claus If he wants to do a
little foraging In the Tappahannock nelghbor-
hood. TYou ought to be grateful If you have
that sort of holly growing in plenty around you.

Current Editorial Comment

The aglitation that hr“ !::lerin
un for the creation of a ate
Agitation E:fervo bank, in which the banks
for State and trust companles existing
Reserve Bank,,qer Empire State law will be
the stockholders, ia no surprise
to bankers. The State Institutions are not
hurrying to get Into the Federal syvatem. Yet
some of them that are hanging back have a
notlon that some rediscounting centre may be
serviceable, If they are to stay out. Manifestly
resources would be limited, and securlty might
be doubtful. 1t {s concelvable that a State re-
serve bank, under a clumsily drawn law, might
produce, through careless discounting and reck-
less rediscounting, a business panie almost
absolutely locallzed In the State making the
experiment. Bul sven with the greatest care
in drawing the law and In admlinlstering It,
the advantage to merchants, manufacturers and
genernl patrons would be less than entrance
into the great Federal system would confer.
The agitation I8 not to be encouraged. Cen-
trallzation of the banking business of the United
Statee is a wise alm. It offers hope of getting
rid of will-o'-the-wisp credits; of much of the
klssing that goes by favor; of the financing of
wildeat enterprise with depositors’ money. A
State reserve bank would be a decentralizing
move, and, therefora, an unwlise move, Prob-
ably that is the view that most conservative
financiers will come to take when they have
thought It over.—Brooklyn Engle.

The latest sensational prose-
Another cution under the Federal “white
Attack on- Slave" det involves directly a
lh. M L man slxty-seven years of age
¢ Mann LAWang a woman “thirty years his
junlor” or, In’ other words,

thirty-four. The appeal to the law seems to
have been made after the Immoral relatlon
charged had exlisted for two or more yvears and
had been brought to an end by the man., The
ironic paradox {8 presented that the offender
really Is beipg punished, not because he |s
maintaining an fmmoral relation, but because
he has ended It, although In legal fact he |s
being prosecuted for the past relation. The
“white slave" act, It seems, does not provide for
the punishment of the “white slave,” so0 theo
prosecution, impressed by the obvlous Inequity
and bad policy of the situation presented here,
neeks (o make up for the law's deficlency by
falling back on a blackmall charge which may
have nothing to sultaln it. Revenge is not
blackmall. The “white slave” act prescribes the
punishment of a man when he is not a white
#slaver and permits the escape of & woman who
Is not a white ala.e, but wilfully hae committed
the same offensa for which the man Is punighed,
The result {s that predatory women may snd
do make use of the law: with {mpunity. The

it P E

injustice and. bad polley of such a situation;
have bsen obscured. by the moral reprsbation
of magcullng llcense, This s short-sighted.
The Mann act should be amended so us to lmit
its uge as an Instrument of extortlon or mere
revenge.—Chicago Tribune.

War News Fifty'" Years Ago

‘From tha Richmond Dispatch, Dec. 14. 18644

It Is something of n curlous phase of war
that Sherman's position In front of Savannah
is exnctly the same that Hood holds In front
of Nashville. Just why these military chief-
talng ghould have run away from each other,
Instead of fighting It out where they were, the
layman c¢annot exactly understand. What do
we want wilh Tennessee when Georgla Is
devasted, and what do the Yankees want iith
Georgla with Tennessee devasted? Those are
quostiens that the milltary oxperts may be able
to answer Lo thelr satlsfaction, but the people
who aro paying the bllls can't see any sense
in it at all

The reconnaigsance of General Longstrect and
the shelllng of Fort Gilmer were the closing
evenis of the explring year; that Is, such Is the
opinlon of the mllitary experts on both sldes
of the line, but military experts, no matter
which side of the llne they may be on, are not
always rellable. The real fighters may yet find
something to do. But be that as It may, no
movement of Importance is expected until the
New Year or some thine thercafter.

The holiday senson is ant hand, and it applles
to war as well as to peace. Information comes
from across the llnes that General Grant has
already hurrled himself off to Governor's Island,
near New York, where he will spend the holl-
days In the bosom of his family. General Lee
keeps in close touch with the operations In front
of Petersburg, but it Is understood that for
several duys, muybe several weeks, he will apend
the most of his time with his famlly on Franklin
Street, In this clty.

There ls abundant Information thi.. General
Wiirren’s Federal ralding expeditlon towards
Bellfield was o decided failure. General Hamp-
ton broke Into Warren's plans and upset them
In handsome style. Warren did mannge ‘to get
back to the Grant llnes In fairly good shape.
If Hampton had just had n few more men, he
might have made an end to Warren and all of
his gang, but he dldn't have the men, and that
was the end of It,

There were no advices yesterday from South
Georgla, but It is understood that General Bragyg
Is still holding his own at and about Augusta.
It Beauregard and the olher Confederate com-
manders will do as well in and about Savannah,
all will be well. DBut will they?

Since General Longstreel drove the Yankees
back over Halcher's Run, they (the Yankees)
have seemed to be satisfled, and perfect qulet
has reigned on the lines below Richmond and
in front of Petershurg, 3

The report;, comes from Tenncssee that
Federals are making every
clear the Cumberland River from Nashvlille
down. To that end they have sent gunboats
down the river to try to whip out the Confed-
erate batterles all along the river front and
on both sides of the stream. So far they have
been themselves whipped, several of their gun-
boats having been sunk by the fire of the land
batterles.

Colonel Thomas 8. Ashe has been elected Con-
federate States Senator from North Carolina
to succeed Senator Dortch. Senator Ashe do-
feated the Hon. E. G. Reld, who favorcd a peace
policy, swhile Ashe declared himself as helng
In favor of n vigorous prosecution of the war
unto the hitter end, or until the Confedcrate
States shall have gained thelr Independence at
the sword's edge If need be.

The way in.which General Wade Hampton
worrled General Warren and his marauders
before they finally succeeded in getting back
to Grant's lines lIs something worth telling
about. A speclal correspondent of the Dispatch
wns on the ground, and hls account of the
whole thing will appear in thlg paper at an
early date.

Fricnds of General Lee, evidently authorized
by him, nppeared before Lhe Legislature of
Virginia yesterday and respectfull v asked that
further conslderation of the proposition to aid
Generel Lee financlally be dispensed with, A

There can be no doubt of the fact that the
intengely cold weather and the falling snow will
call off all military operations In the reglons
around Richmond and Petersburg for some tlne
to come, The soldiers on both sides are brave
enough, and meay *he ever ready to do thelr
duty to their country, but there are certain
limits beyond which human nature cannot go.

the
posslble effort lo

The Voice of the People

Lonnen In Stuart's Cavalry,
To the Edlitor of The Times-Dispateh:

Sir,—1 read with mueh interest In your issue
of the 6th Instant the account of Colonel Masby's
celebration of hils elghty-first birthday, but the
author makes a mistake In saying that no man
or horse was killed on the rides of Stuart around
McClellan's army in June, 1562, My own cap-
taln, Latane, wns kllled leading his squadron,
composed of Company E of Spotsylvania and
Company F of Essex County,

WILLIAM CAMPBELL.

Bowler's Wharf, Va., December 11, 1914,

Another Volce for a Clean Clty.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:

S8ir,—In your paper yesterday you spoke of
receptacles attnched to Iron posts belng put up
on the street corners for trash and paper. It
struck e as a good ldea when [ saw In London
hagkets for thal purpose attacied to the posts
of the letter bhoxes.

Having always been Intereated in the beauty
of our clty and the appearance of the streets,
I have been a close observer of causes—nand
alleys! 1 dally see In the alleys behind the
stores, expecially the dry goods stores, quantl-
ties of scraps of paper left by the carts removing
the trash or dropped by them. These naturally
blow from place to place.

Houses and stores at

the cornera of the

streets have the pavements In front nicely
swept every day, and have the snow cleaned
off when it falls. Should not the sldes and

alleys of lots be required to be also kept In a
neat condltion, as they make as much for the
cleanllness and appearance of the clty as does
the front? A stretch of snow on a side atreet
makes most uncomfortable walking, and un-
swept pavements do away with the appear-
ance of the whole, £l

Then, again, Isn't there any way—should it
not be somebody's duty?—to have pavements
in front of unoccupled houses cleaned? What
good does It do for a part of A pavement to
be nicely cleaned when the next space, or around
the corner, is dirty and wet—papers and scraps
and leaves to be blown back and eloppy, wet
places to be walked through?

As It has been begun, lot's continue to culti-
vate our clvie pride In neatness as well ns
beauty. ANOTHER OBSERVER,

Richmond, December 10, 1914,

Queries and Answers

Stepoon.
Does a person recelve by law any
the property of his stepmother?
He does not.

part of

Forelgn-Born Parents,
Is A person born In the United States o
forelgn-born parents a cltizen of thlg country?
MAY.
Yes.

Life of Erskine.
Please tell ne where I may get & life of Lord
Erskine, J, 8. EDISS,
Your bookseller can get it for you.

Fairfield Police.
Please glve the names of the sworn pollce of
Falrfield District, In Henrlco County.
: > SBUBSCRIBER.
H. W. Hardy, T. W. Seay, W. C. Vincent, H. (.
Hechler, E. L. Voegler, E, R. Wallnce, W. G.
Martin,

Miax Stone, the Minnlonary.
When and by whom was Mlss Stone, the mis-
slonary, captured and held for ransom?

. MRS, G. M. D, -
Heptemher 30, 1001, By bandits In Macedonia,

Natlonal Academy of Sciencea. s
Please tell me whom to write to touching the
Natlonal Academy of Sclences. R. L.'MOORE,
Homeo secretary, Arnold L. Day, Washington,

'SOMETIMES IT'S LIKE THIS |

One of the Day’s Best Cartoons. g

WE.I-L_ IT I'\?u.l.
pUy 2OME nm;b
EACH O
':: Copaika ANO
»“‘ AUNT JANE

—Front the Indlanapolla Naws,

HEROES AWARDED VICTORIA CROSS

[Correspondence of Associated Presa.]

LONDOXN, December 1,—The granting
of ten Victorin Crosses within the last
few weeks brings the total number
of these awards during the present war
up to twenty-one,

The crosa is the highest reward given
to Lthe British army “for some slgnal
act of valor or devotion performed In
the presence of the enemy.'" The medal in
In the form of a Mallese cross of bronze
bearing In the centre the royal crown,
‘surmounted by the llon, and below, on

a scroll, the words, “"For Valor.”! The
ribbon ls blue for the navy and red
for the army. The decoration ls ac-

companied by a penslon of $50 n year.
Official lista. of surviving holders of
the honor at the beginnlng of the
present war contalned about 150 names,

The ten latest *V, C." awards are
as follows:
Private Sidney Godley, Royal Fusl-

llera—For coolness and gallantry in
fighting his machine gun under a hot
fire for two hours after he had been
wounded at Mons on August 23,

Diriver Job Drain and Driver Fred-
erlck Luke, Royal Fleld Artillery—At
LeCateau, on August 26, as volunteers,
helplng to save guns under fire from
hostlle Infantry 100 yards away,

Major Charles Yate, deceased, King's
Own Light Infuntry—Commanded one
of two companles that remalned to the
end In trenches at LeCateaun on August
24; when all other officers killed or
wounded, led his nineteen survivaors in
gallant charge. Wounded; died
hands of oppormrents,

Lunce Corpornl Frederick Holmes,
King's Own Light Infantry—At Le-
Cateau, on Aupgust 26, carrled wounied
man from trenches under heavy flre;
later assisted to drive o gun out of
action by taking plice of & wounded
driver,

Captain Edward Bradbury, deceased,
Royal Herse Artillery—Organized de-
fense of battery agalnst heavy odds at
Nery on September 1,

Captain  Wlilllam Henry Johnston,
Royal Engineers—At Misay, on Sep-
tember 14, under heavy fire worked two
rafts bringing back wounded, and re-
turning with ammunition,

Drummer Spence John Bent Ask,
Lancashire Regiment—For taking com-
mund and succeeding In holding a posi-
tion nfter his officer had been struck
down, and other deeds of bravery,

Bombardler Ernest Harlock, now ser-
geant, Iloyal Field Artillery—IFFor con-
apleuous gallantry on September 15 near
Vendresse; although twlce wounded

perslsted in returning to lay his gun
each tlme after wounds dressed,

Lance 'Corporal Dobson, Coldstream
Guards—For bringing wounded men
into cover on two occaslons while
under heavy fire. -

The most conspicuous of these ten
heroes 1s Captain  Bradbury, whose
Baltery L. made a determined stand
near Complegne on the last day of
the retreat towards Paris. Battery L,
while ecovering the retreal, was nt-
tacked by a strong German force with
ten field guns and two Maxims. Three
British guns were brought Inte action,
but two of them were quickly sllenced.
Bradbury and his men served the re-
malning gun so well, however, that all
but .one of the German guns were
sllenced, and when Battery 1. was re-
ligved, this gun waa captured. An
account of the action says:

“Captaln Uradbury was the real hero.
He got tbe gun into actlon and gave
orders. Mundy knelt on one side ns
ranging  offtecer: Bradbury, Campbell
amd Giffard, with the batlery sergeant-
mujor, gunner and driver, served the
gun. Bradbury had one leg taken off,
but still went on; Campbeall and Mundy
were killed, Bradbury had hils other
leg taken off, and (HMard was bady
wounded, but stiil they kept the gun
golng; nand when Battery 1 came up
they found the Germans had bolted.
Only the major and Giffard, who re-
celved five bullets, survived!"™

Three Victoria (Crosses have now
been awarded in connection with this
fight, Sergeant-Mijor Dorrell and Ser-
geant Nelson having already received
the decorution. In addition, Lieuten-
ant Giffard, Gunner Darbyehire and
Driver Osborne wore awarded French
decorations,

The firat Indian to be recommended
for the Victorla Cross is Havildar (ser>
geant) Guagna Singh, of the Itifty-
seventh Wilide's Ritles. The havildar,
with fifteen men, was attacked In the
trenches fust before dawn by an over-

whelinlng German force. In the brief
nand-to-hand struggle which cnsued,
sixty Germans were killed. Gagna

Singh, sole survivor of hiz lttle com-
pany, was left for dead In the trench
with five bullet wounds., When plcked
up, he still held tightly the sword of
it German officer whom he had dls-
patched,

This is the Nrst war in which It has
been possible for an Indian to win the
Vietorla Cross.  Eliglbllity to the dis-
tinctlon was one of the hoons granted
by King George al the Durbar of 1912,

[ Paris Theatres to Open l

[Correspondenco of Assoclated Press)

PARIS, December l.—Many theatres
soon wlill he reopsned, thanks to Min-
ister of the Interlor Malvy, who ob-
tained from his colleagues permiselon

to do as he saw Mt with the amuse-
ment places. The lower lights also
goon wlill be burning on the boule-
vards,

The Opera Comique wlll reopen with
“The Daughter of the Regiment” as
the first attraction, and Mlle. Chenal,
draped In the French colors, will sing
the Marseillnise bhetween the acls, The
orchestra is ready and the cast com-
plete, excepting th2 leading tenor. The
place of rantz, serving as a milltary
postman at Nogent, is not easy to fill.

“Here I am and here 1 stay,” says
Jacques Rouche when any one asks It
it s true that he wlll glve the direc-
tion of the opera.

The nationu! opera house, however,

is cold and dark, and callers crowd into
the porters lodge, for the porter alone
about the place has the funds to buy
conl, This Is not due to the morato-
rium, It is slinply a case of more money
pald out than taken In, and the gas
company gives no credit, while in the
searcity of coal all orders must be ne-
companied by cash.
\ Neverthegless, artists and chorus peo-
ple stamp about the ley stage rehears-
Ing “La IPavorite” and “Semiramis"
with the same zecst as If the reopening
was a certalnty.

At the Theatre Francais there s
plenty of coal and the gas blll has
been pald, but the place recalls the
times when the scene shifters were on
strike. All except six of them are off
to war. By Instructions of Lleutenant
Colonel Carre, who Kkeeps in sgort of
wireless touch with “La Malson de
Mollere,”” stage hands of the Theatre
de la Monnale, now In Brussels, will
be mobillzed for the winter campalign.

Fiftcen per cent of the gross re-
ceipts of nll places of amusement dur-
Ing the war must he pald over to the

ifferent rellef funds. If Belleville Is a
criterion, substantial ald -for the suf-
fering will be derlved from this source.
The Casino there reopened within five
hours after the word “go” and the
house was crowded with workmen and
thelr families, eager to applaud the
patriotic songs that constitutéd the
program. -

Almanach Is Changed

don), December 11,—The new edltign of
the Almanach de Gotha has appeared
and presents numerous changes as a
result of the war. Names in a number
of places appear In small type, with
the slmple comment that the person
has fallen In battle, and the date and
place are glven. v

A noticeable change is the fact that
the soverelgns generally havo divested

|, themaelves of the titles and decorations

conferred ‘by nations with which they
are at war, but Emperor. Willlam |a

" stil)l carried ns a doctdr of Oxford and
a Knight of the Garter,

while Prince

BERLIN (vija The Hague and Lon-

Henry {8 given as n chief of the Rus-
sian MHussar Reglment and as a British
admiral. The Russian Emperor is no
longer titled as the chief of Austrian -
regiments, but, like King Alhert of
Belgium, 14 stll] eredited ax a Knlght of
the Black Eagle. The King of Mon-
tenegro is earrled as an honorary com-
mander of an Austrian regiment and as
a Knight of the Black Engle.

In the mnonsovereig' houses Nancy
Lelshman's marrlage to the Duke of
Croy agaln appears as one of unequal

birth, but thelr son, Karl Emmanuel,
born at Dusseldorf on October 10, is
recognized as hereditary Prince of
Croy.

| Villagers of Industry |

The housing of Helglan workingmen
and the agricultural activitles through
which they supplement their wages
are described in an article on "“Im-

perishable Belglum” In the Survey,
The author, Bruno Lasker, sayvs:
“TIntil the war bhroke out, the Bel-

glans  undoubtedly werns the best-
housed nation in Burope, If the In-
vading armies had concentrated thelr

destructive talents on the few con-
fined slum arecas of- the great cities,
we should find 1ittle cnuse to com-
plain. ° But unfortunately, when weg .
read of tho devastatlon of whole vil-
Inges, wo must remember that a con-
siderable proportion uf the habltatlions,
not only of the agricultural, but alao
of the industrial population—hablita-
tions which are the envy of the work-
ers of other lands, have been destroyed.

“Belglan workers, by meuans of a
rapld train service at cheap fares, are
enabled to llve distributed over wide
semlrural areas, Land wvaluea have
been kept down, and the mobllity of
the workers—thelr cholece of employ-
mant—is increased even though they
own thelr houses. Though the great
majorily of them only live a few mlles
from the place where they work, they
arc able, Il necessary, to look for
employment at distances of fifty miles
and more,

“Resldence in the country, with a
fair-slzed garden atluched to most
housdes, has other advantages which go
a long way to compensate for the
time lost in transit, The Brussels
bricklnyer, when work Is scarce, stays
at home working on his garden plot
or for a nelghboring farmer, and leaves
what jobs there are Lo his less fortu-
nate mate who lives In the town It-
self.

“The Antwerp docker does not hang
about the dock gates waliing for n
ship to arrive, but awaits In his own
village the telephone call of the labor
bureau. Ife usually has a side of
bacon, n sack of potatoes and other
fopd  about hls home, and does hot
starve the moment hls wage ceases to
coma In. His children are brought up
amid rural jurroundings, and there Is
not the aame cleavage between In-
dustrial and agricultural employmeént
as' there is, for Instance, In England.
‘Seratch the Flemish miner, is o say-
ing, ‘and underneath his grime you.
will find o peasant’ He' |d able’ to
g0 back to work on the land If efr--
cumstances Incline him to do 80" ' .
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